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THE TEMPLE OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT

Johnie Scaggs

INTRODUCTION1

“The Temple of the Holy Spirit” is a subject which has been
debated in all generations. Because He is a member of the Godhead
much is unknown about the Holy Spirit. However, it is unnecessary for
one to know that which God has not revealed concerning Him. “The
secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all
the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). However, God has provided a
great deal of information as it relates to the Holy Spirit. Those things
one can learn and know about him, he should. Paul instructs: “Give
diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15, ASV). Every verse God has given us must be handled in the right
manner. Hence, realizing the complexity involved in a study of the
Holy Spirit, each verse related to the subject at hand must be examined
very carefully.

THE TEMPLE CONCEPT
As we study the subject, “The Temple of Holy Spirit,” it would do

us well to look at the overall concept of the temple of God. That is, how
the temple has been used by deity throughout history. This will give us
some insight as to how we should view the temple of the Holy Spirit in
the Christian age.

The concept of the temple of God, simply stated, is a meeting place
for man and God. It is that place (whatever it may be called) where man
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comes into the presence of God to show Him reverence. Throughout
history, this place has been designated by different terms. In his day,
Jacob came before God and stated that he was in the “house of God”
(Gen. 28:10-21). Moses wrote: “And he was afraid, and said, How
dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jacob called this place, “Bethel”
(Gen. 28:19) meaning, “the house of God.” It was in this place, “the
house of God,” that Jacob approached God with reverence and awe.
Hosea, speaking about Jacob, stated: “Yea, he had power over the
angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he
found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us; Even the Lord God of
hosts; the Lord is his memorial” (Hos. 12:4-5). Jacob’s access to God
was through the house of God, which is a type of the church.

As time moved forward, the children of Israel had access to God in
the same fashion as did Jacob. “[T]he Lord spake unto Moses, saying
... And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.
According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and
the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it” (Ex.
25:1-9). Prior to the building of the tabernacle, God had made known
His presence in the cloud. He desired to dwell among His people, to be
able to commune with His children. It was through the tabernacle that
the children of God would bring their sacrifices and pay homage to
God. The tabernacle, like the house of God in Jacob’s time, was a type
of the church.

Today, Jesus Christ is our High Priest. He is “minister of the
sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not
man” (Heb. 8:2). Under the law of Moses, the children of Israel
performed services to God through the tabernacle. It was in the
tabernacle that God and man communed.

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory
of the Lord filled the tabernacle (Ex. 40:34).
And the Lord called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the
tabernacle of the congregation (Lev. 1:1).

It was in the tabernacle, or the house of God, that the children of Israel
communed with God. Likewise, it is in the house of God (the church)
that Christians meet and commune with God, today. As God dwelled
in the tabernacle in Old Testament times, He dwells in His house or His
temple today.
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God commanded Solomon to build the temple or the house of God.
Information relative to when Solomon began building the temple is
supplied in 1 Kings 6:1. The temple Solomon built was to be filled with
the glory of the Lord (1 Kgs. 8:10-21). Again, this was a type of the
church. Through the temple, God would dwell with His people and here
they would commune with Him. It was here that Israel offered up
prayers and sacrifices in homage to God. Solomon most certainly
considered the temple to be the house of prayer (1 Kgs. 8:22-53; cf. Isa.
56:7; Lk. 19:46). God made it clear that the temple was a house of
prayer for all people when He said: “Even them will I bring to my holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for
mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people” (Isa. 56:7,
emphasis added). Bringing those words to the attention of those in His
day, Jesus rebuked: “It is written, My house shall be called the house
of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves” (Mt. 21:13). As the
children of Israel offered prayers, et cetera, through the house of God,
i.e., the temple, Christians do the same in God’s house, the church,
which now is the temple of God. The Bible teaches that the church is
the house of God. Knowing his meeting with Timothy could possibly
be delayed, Paul wrote him, saying: “But if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Tim. 3:15, emphasis added). “Unto him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph.
3:21, emphasis added).

It can be shown that the temple referred to in the New Testament
is the church. It is in the church, which is the temple of God, that the
Christian meets with God, and in a very special manner worships and
communes with Him. The church, which is a spiritual building, is the
antitype of the physical (tabernacle/temple) places of worship described
in the Old Testament.

THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
AS IT IS USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

As it relates to this study, the word “temple” is used in only four
New Testament passages (Eph. 2:19-22; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:15-20;
2 Cor. 6:16). However, the phrase “the temple of the Holy Spirit”
(1 Cor. 6:19, NKJV) appears only once. The question is: “What is Paul
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referring to when he speaks about the temple of the Holy Spirit in these
passages?” It is important to emphasize that the question being
considered here is not: “How does the Holy Spirit indwell the Chris-
tian?” The Bible clearly teaches that He does.

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is
dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you
(Rom. 8:9-11).

(For purposes of clarity, it should be noted by the reader that the author
of this chapter is convinced that the Holy Spirit dwells in the faithful
Christian through the Word of God.) Again, the question is: “What is
Paul referring to when he speaks about the temple of the Holy Spirit in
Ephesians 2:19-22, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:15-20, and 2 Corinthians
6:16?”

EPHESIANS 2:19-22
Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And
are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of
God through the Spirit (Eph. 2:19-22).

Most agree that, in speaking of the temple, these verses have
reference to the church. Notice Ephesians 2:11-18 sets forth the fact
that in Christ all, i.e., both Jew and and Gentiles, are made one. To be
in Christ, one must be in the church. Paul said:

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise (Gal. 3:26-29).

When one is baptized into Christ, the Lord adds him to His church
(Acts 2:47).
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Notice the order in which Paul places things. In times past: 1)
Gentiles were called the uncircumcision (not in the covenant of God),
2) Gentiles were without Christ, 3) Gentiles were aliens of the
commonwealth of Israel, 4) Gentiles were strangers from the covenants
of promise, and 5) Gentiles had no hope and were without God in the
world. However, Gentiles who were far off are now made “nigh by the
blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13b). This was done in order that Christ
“might reconcile both [Jew and Gentile] unto God in one body [the
church]” (Eph. 2:16).

In Ephesus 2:19-20, Paul affirms that the Gentiles are no longer
“strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.” Now,
they are of the “household of God.” This building has Jesus Christ as
its “chief corner stone.” The “one body” and the “household of God”
are the church.

According to Ephesians 2:21, this building, which is fitly framed
together, “groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord.” Furthermore it is
“builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit” (v. 22).

Regarding Paul’s usage of the wording, “through the Spirit” (Eph.
2:22), brother Tom Bright comments:

The phrase through the Spirit does not refer to God dwelling
representatively as the Spirit dwells literally. Notice: this phrase
is a prepositional phrase used as an adverb modifying builded
together. They were built together by means of the Spirit. This
agrees perfectly with verse eighteen: “For through him we both
have access by one Spirit unto the Father.” Just as we were all
baptized into one body by one Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13), so we have
access to the Father by one Spirit. The Spirit thus revealing this
access, we have been built together as an habitation of God—
thus the holy temple in the Lord. The Spirit was the means by
which this was accomplished.2

The temple is “an habitation of God” (v. 22). Thus, it is in this
place, the temple, that God dwells and meets with His people, Chris-
tians. It is here that His children commune with Him. Just as those of
old met with God in a place to commune with Him, Christians do the
same thing. Christians meet with God in the church, which is the
temple. It is there that Christians commune with God in a very special
manner.
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1 CORINTHIANS 3:16-17 TEACHES
THAT THE TEMPLE IS THE CHURCH

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple
ye are (1 Cor. 3:16-17).

About 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Bright explains:
I know of no one who denies that Paul clearly teaches here the
Church of Christ is the temple of God. The only way a plural
pronoun (ye, v. 17) can have as its antecedent a singular noun
(temple, v. 17) is when the noun is a collective noun. Cf. Eph.
2:21—“In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord.”3

The overall context of 1 Corinthians 3 makes reference to the
church. In verse 9, Paul tells the brethren that they are God’s “hus-
bandry” and “building.” The next three verses build upon the founda-
tion, which is Christ. Building upon this foundation, one must be
careful how he builds. Paul reminds his readers that their work will be
tried on Judgment Day. The temple, in verses 16-17, is the dwelling
place of God. If one should defile that temple, God will destroy him.
One may ask: “How can one defile the temple of God?” Simply by
being carnal. That is the answer Paul gave the Corinthians when he
charged: “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye
not carnal?” (1 Cor. 3:3-4).

2 CORINTHIANS 6:15-17 TEACHES
THAT THE CHURCH IS THE TEMPLE OF GOD

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and
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ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty
(2 Cor. 6:14-18).

Paul begins this section of Scripture with the phrase, “Be ye not
unequally yoked together.” Whenever two things are unequally yoked
together there is constant fiction. Yoke a trained mule together with
another mule that has not been trained and you will understand the
concept. Unless there is agreement, you will always have problems.

Brother Bill Jackson shows the contrast that Paul is making in the
passage with this chart.

THAT OF GOD THE IMPOSSIBLE THAT OF EVIL
(1) Righteousness Fellowship Unrighteousness
(2) Light Communion Darkness
(3) Christ Concord Belial
(4) The Believer Part The Infidel
(5) Temple of God Agreement Idols4

The Christian or the believer can have no part with the unbeliever
or the infidel. Paul makes this point very clear. “Simply stated: in all
our dealings with those of the world, we must never become yoked to
them in such a way as to allow them to have dominance and power over
us.”5 A Christian is to be the light of the world. He cannot allow
anything to dim or extinguish his being that light. The Christian
glorifies his Father in Heaven by being that light for the world to see
(Mt. 5:16). For a Christian’s light to “shine before men,” he must
remain pure and undefiled by the world.

Next, Paul moves on to a contrast between the temple of God and
idols. Paul states: “And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people” (2 Cor. 6:16). What agreement does the temple of God
have with idolatry? None! Therefore, they cannot dwell together in one
place! Whenever idolatry moves in, God moves out. He will not stay
in the same place with idols. One of the lessons Christians learn from
God’s dealings with Israel is that He will have no other gods before
Him (Ex. 20:3). Brother David Lipscomb points out:

[... A building consecrated to the service of God is no place for
idols. The service of idols and that of God cannot be combined.
Idolatry is such an insult to God that when an idol comes in God
goes out. We cannot combine the worship of God and the
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worship of idols. Idolatry is everywhere in the scriptures
represented as the greatest insult the creature can offer the
Creator; and the grossest form of that insult is to erect idols in
God's own temple. Such is the indignity of those, who, while
professing to be Christians, associate themselves with the wicked
in their inward and outward life. It is the introduction of idols
into God's temple. (Col. 3: 5-9.)]
for we are a temple of the living God;—The church is the temple
of God. The temple in Jerusalem, with its corner and foundation
stones, and the comely stones in its walls, was typical of the
temple not made with hands, "built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief
corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed
together, groweth into an holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye
also are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit"
(Eph. 2:20-22).6

After drawing the contrast between the temple of God and idols,
Paul affirms: “[Y]e are the temple of the living God; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people” (2 Cor. 6:16). In this context, who is the
temple of the living God? It is the church to which Paul is referring. As
God referred to the children of Israel collectively, in like manner He
does so to His children, Christians, today in the same manner. God’s
children, as a collective body, make up the church. Members of the
church are His people. Today, it is within this framework that God
dwells and walks with His children. Bright affirms: “As the temple of
God, Jehovah would dwell in them and He would walk in them. They
as the Church, having been built together for a habitation of God, (Eph.
2:22).”7

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20 TEACHES
THAT THE CHURCH IS THE TEMPLE

Just as there is only one church, there can be only one temple—not
temples. Hence, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 must be viewed from the
vantage of the Bible’s over-all context of the temple of God.

Notice the phrase, “Know ye not,” in 1 Corinthians 6:3, 9, 15, 16,
and 19. Each time this phrase is used, Paul introduces a new subject. In
verse 3, he is dealing with going to law against a brother. In verse 9,
Paul contrasts what some of the brethren in Corinth once were with
what they had become in Christ. Paul discusses the physical body in
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verse 15. In verses 16-18, Paul explains that fornication is different
from other sins because of its relation to the physical body. Finally, in
verse 19, he deals with the subject of the temple of the Holy Spirit.

Giving a verse-by-verse breakdown of 1 Corinthians 6:12-18,
Bright expounds:

Verse 12—“All things are lawful” (or “are permitted”) was a
formula used by the Corinthians as a shield for various acts, even
the immoral. Thus, in the Corinthian mind, the practice of
cohabiting with the temple prostitutes is “lawful.” “The temple
of Aphrodite on Acrocorinth was unique in Greece. Its priest-
esses were more than a thousand hierodouloi ‘sacred slaves,’
who engaged in prostitution.” Paul’s answer: “All things are not
expedient.” “Expedient” means that which is profitable or
beneficial. And we should never be brought under the dominion
of any.
Verse 13—Meats are for the stomach and the stomach for meats.
(It is possible that this looks forward to the subject Paul deals
with in chapter eight and the principle dealt with in Romans
14:1-23—the eating of meats offered to idols. Some, knowing
the truth of the matter, might argue that since they could eat the
meat offered to idols, so they could likewise partake of the
religious practice of cohabiting with the temple prostitutes.) But
this God-given arrangement is not everlasting—both will pass
from existence at the resurrection. The body (physical) of man
is not for the purpose of fornication. It is for the service of God
(Rom. 1:9; 12:1-2). And the Lord is for the body—all things
(both physical and spiritual) necessary to the body is given by
God and no abuse of such should be in our lives.
Verse 14—The Lord Jesus was raised from the dead by the
power of God (Rom. 1:4). He “will also raise up us by his own
power.”
Verse 15—The words “Know ye not” expects an affirmative
answer. In essence, Paul is saying “You do know don’t you?”
“Bodies” is plural and has reference to the physical bodies of the
Corinthians. “Members” refers to each person as being a
constituent element of the body of Christ, the Church. To take
the “members” (constituent elements) of the body of Christ and
make them members of a harlot (by cohabitation) in an illicit
relationship (the temple prostitutes mentioned above) is to
involve the body as a whole in this illicit relationship. The same
principle is seen in Romans 6. “Neither yield your members as
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instruments of unrighteousness ...” (verse 13), “but yield
yourselves unto God ... and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God” (verse 13).
Verse 16—This is an affirmation based upon the principle
established in Genesis 2:24 (Cf. Matt. 19:5-6, Mark 10:7-8, Eph.
5:31). How is a person “one body” with a harlot? It refers to the
attitude of heart. Such things cannot be done without the
heart—“For out of the heart proceed ... adulteries, fornications
...” (Matt. 15:19). With such cohabitation, the person is not
married to the harlot—but there is the willingness, the oneness
of heart, the consent, the joining of minds and purpose. The
temple prostitute’s purpose was to serve the idol. There is a
sense, therefore, in which cohabiting with a harlot makes that
person one flesh with the harlot. When one is a “member” of
Christ, when one is “married” to Christ (Eph. 5:22-33; Rom. 7:1-
4), and cohabits with a harlot, he defiles the temple of God
(1 Cor. 3:17). Furthermore, he mars the relationship he has with
the Lord.
Verse 17—Here is the antithesis of the thoughts of verse sixteen.
How is one joined to the Lord? What is the “one spirit” here?
One disposition, we are to love God with heart, soul, mind, and
strength (Mark 12:30).
Verse 18—They were to flee away, seek safety by flight (Cf.
Gen. 39:12). Fornication was the specific sin under consider-
ation. In the phrase without the body, “without” means “outside,
beyond ... the outside, exterior” (Thayer, p. 200). The overriding
question of this verse is: What is the body under consideration?
There are two answers normally given: (1) the physical body,
and (2) the Church. I suggest a third possibility: The marriage
body—“and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). Remem-
ber—two verses previous to this, Paul argues that he who is
joined to an harlot is one body. This view explains how “Every
sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth
fornication sinneth against his own body.” If Paul has reference
to that one flesh, to that oneness of the marriage bond, we then
see the thrust of his argument. When one commits fornication,
this is a sin against the closest physical bond that man will ever
enjoy in this life—“and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). He
likewise takes one of the constituent elements (members) of the
body of Christ (the Church) and makes them members of a harlot
(verse 15).8

Ron Cosby asks these questions on the subject:
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T or F Fornication is the only sin against the physical body.
T or F Fornication is the only sin against the spiritual body,

the church.
T or F Fornication is the only sin against the marriage part-

ner.
T or F Fornication is the only sin against the “one body” or

marriage bond (Matt. 5:32; 19:9).9

Is fornication the only sin that one can commit against the physical
body? Of course not! One can commit many different types of sin
against the physical body. The same thing is true regarding the spiritual
body, the church. There are many sins one can commit which would be
against the church. Well, how about one’s marriage partner? The same
is true. Many sins can be committed against one’s spouse. Thus, the
only logical conclusion that can be drawn is that Paul is referring to the
marriage bond itself.

After Paul’s discussion on the marriage bond, he introduces another
subject which ties in with the overall discussion of 1 Corinthians 6. He
asks: “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost?” (v. 19). Paul is using a rhetorical question to state a fact. Men
today might express it: “Don’t you know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Ghost?” Obviously, the answer to Paul’s question is,
“Yes!” However, getting more specific and asking exactly what the
“body” is in that verse, one might hear a number of different answers.

Most seem to believe the word “body,” in 1 Corinthians 6:19, is
used in reference to the human body. As would be expected, those who
have concluded that the Holy Spirit literally indwells each individual
Christian say this verse teaches that the human body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit. However, even a great number of those convinced that
the Holy Spirit indwells only through the Word also maintain from this
verse that the temple of the Holy Spirit is the Christian’s physical body.
Could it be that both, those who believe in a literal indwelling and
those who believe the Holy Spirit indwells only through the Word, are
wrong in regard to the Christian’s body of flesh being the temple of the
Holy Spirit?

While the author of this chapter does believe and teach that the
Holy Spirit indwells the Christian through, or by the means of, the
Word of God, he does not believe that the word “body,” in 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19 refers to the human body—or that the human body is the
temple of the Holy Spirit. If that were so, it would be the only place in
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all the Bible where it is used in such a manner. It simply is not in
harmony with anything else that is said by inspired men on the subject
of the temple of God.

Providing helpful insight into this text, Bright notes:
When a collective noun (body) is used with a singular verb (is),
the noun is viewed as a unit—not as individual parts. Example:
“The team has arrived and is at the hotel.” Everyone understands
the team is considered as a whole, one unit. But if we said: “The
team has arrived and they are eating lunch,” we understand the
team is now being viewed individually.
The singular body cannot be the marriage body just mentioned.
If it is, we would have as many “Temples of the Holy Spirit” as
there are marriage bodies.
The singular body cannot be the physical body of each individ-
ual Christian. If it is, we would have as many “Temples of the
Holy Spirit” as there are Christians.
The singular body refers to the Church. Literally, Paul said:
“You do know don’t you, your (plural) body (singular) is the
Temple of the Holy Spirit.”
The term Holy Spirit which is in you has reference to the
miraculous of the first century. Paul used the words Holy Spirit
to refer to the miraculous—Acts 19:1-6 Cf. Acts 10:47.
The words “which ye have of God” refers to the origin of the
spiritual gifts—Cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-11.The phrase “ye are not your
own?” goes with the next verse.10

When it comes to the temple of the Holy Spirit actually being a
physical, flesh and blood human body, myriads of expressed miscon-
ceptions, careless misstatements and bold misrepresentations have been
preached and printed. Quotes from Charles F. Stanley, Jerry Falwell,
and Scott Grant serve as examples.

Charles F. Stanley, “Pastor” of First Baptist Church in Atlanta,
Georgia states:

By referring to believers as temples, Paul was announcing that
God had changed His residency for good. He had left the temple
in Jerusalem and, through the person of the Holy Spirit, had
moved into the hearts of His people.11

Jerry Falwell said:
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Upon conversion, the Holy
Spirit regenerates the believer with spiritual life, causing him to
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be "born again." Subsequently, the Holy Spirit indwells us as the
constant residence of God. Thus the believer's body is called the
temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 6:19).12

Think about the implications of such a doctrine. If the Holy Spirit
literally indwells within the Christian’s physical body, He would be
doing something within the Christian. He would manifest Himself in
such a way that all would know He is literally dwelling within the
person. Furthermore, it would have to be something more than what He
does through the Word for the Christian. If not, then the Holy Spirit
would be inactive; therefore, His indwelling would serve no purpose.

If it is the case that the Holy Spirit literally indwells within every
Christian, then each Christian would be “God incarnate.” If “human
bodies” are the temples of deity, i.e., the Holy Spirit, then Christ’s body
as the temple fails to retain its rightful distinction. Think of that in light
of Scott Grant’s asseveration:

Another of his names, Immanuel, means "God with us" (Mat-
thew 1:23). Jesus "dwelt" (literally, "tabernacled") among men
(John 1:14). He was the true temple (John 2:19-22). In Christ,
not the temple, "the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form" (Col.
2:9).
So what did God do in taking on human flesh? He made himself
a nomad! He dwelt among us. It's one thing for God to symboli-
cally dwell in a tent; it's quite another for him to literally dwell
in human skin. We get the idea that God really desires to dwell
with us.13

Was Deity in the body of Jesus? Absolutely! But, who would say
that every Christian is God incarnate like Christ was? Certainly, no
right thinking person would. However, if the Holy Spirit is deity (and
He is), and if the Holy Spirit literally indwells the physical body of the
Christian, then one is forced to conclude that deity is in a human body.
Thus, incarnation—God in the flesh.

Now, consider that Grant further states:
When the magi come to worship, they bypass the gaudy temple
in Jerusalem, and they seek out a baby in the small town of
Bethlehem. They worship not at a temple but at the feet of Jesus,
the tabernacle of God (Matthew 2:11).
In John 14, we get the idea that Jesus is going to do something
even more remarkable. The chapter is filled with "dwelling"
words (John 14:2, 10, 17, 23, 25). God himself is going to take
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up residence in two new places: the church, which is the entire
body of believers, and each individual within the body. We see
him doing just that in the epistles (1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19;
2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 2:21-22). Also present is the
refrain, "I will be their God; they will be my people" (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:16, Hebrews 8:10).
God, then is dwelling among us and in each one of us. He is
"tabernacling" with us. We may feel like nomads, like home is
never really home. And it's true, we are aliens of this world who
are just passing through. But as we wander through this world,
God makes his home with us. He wanders with us. This, of
course, is amazing. But amazing turns into staggering when we
look to what lies ahead.14

Based on what Grant says, if the Holy Spirit is literally indwelling
in Christians, then they ought to worship God in themselves. After all,
the magi worshipped Jesus because of His being deity in the flesh. If
deity is literally in the Christian, then it follows that every Christian
ought to worship God in his own body.

CONCLUSION
Over 100 years ago, an outstanding Gospel preacher, by the name

of Benjamin Franklin summed these matters up, when he declared:
There is but one gospel. No man of any intelligence says, the
gospels of Christ, or the gospels of the grace of God. It is simply
the gospel, the gospel of Christ, or the gospel of the grace of God
... There is but one body of Christ. No man, no matter how badly
he is perverted, says bodies of Christ, or kingdoms of Christ. All
say, the body, the kingdom. There is but one body of Christ, or
one kingdom of God ...There is one foundation, and but one.
"According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a
wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth
thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ."—1 Corinthians iii. 10, 11 ... These unities
run through the holy teaching. 1 Corinthians iii. 9, the apostle
says, "Ye are God's husbandry"—not husbandries, but hus-
bandry. A little further on he says, "Ye are God's building." It is
not buildings. Still further, "Ye are the temple of God." It is not
temples of God. God dwells in this building, this temple, and the
Holy Spirit dwells in it. This all points to what is almost univer-
sally agreed on and admitted.15
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The temple is simply a meeting place where man comes into the
presence of God and communes with Him. It is only reasonable to
conclude that the temple where man comes into the presence of God
must be the church for which Christ gave His blood and died for in
order that men might be saved.
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otherwise noted.
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3 Ibid.
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5 Bright.
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7 Bright.
8 Ibid.
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